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Abstract

Health is closely related to the quality of the environment in
which people live.

Geohelminthiasis infections are among the most common
infections in the word affecting the poorest communities. The
WHO recommends periodic deworming for children (1-15
years) living in areas where the prevalence of infections is
estimated at more than 20%.

In  Democratic Republic of Congo, especially in the
underserved region of North Kivu, many children working in
artisanal mining may not receive necessary treatment. The goal
of this study was to identify the parasite carriage in this group.
We collected and analysed 125 fecal samples from children
aged: 6-15 who work in artisanal mining. We found that 65.6%
of children have Ancylostoma duodenale, 94.4% have Trichuris
trichura and 96.8% have Ascaris lumbricoides many of them
have never been dewormed. Our research demonstrates the
immediate need for deworming program and health education
for disease prevention in the North Kivu mining region. The
ultimate goal of our work is to eliminate child mining work,
given the risk of exposure to multiple disease, injury, and
radiation exposure common in artisanal mining though the
challenge is great given the prevalence of poverty and war in
region.

Key: Kids occupational health.
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